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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.—Dan. xii. 4, ' 


lo. 28. 
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For the Christian Repository. 


AS “ Paul” in his last address to us, has closed his 
arguments on the subject of Water Baptism—before I 
enter into a defence of my opinions on the subject of 
the Eucharist, 1 will briefly notice some of his remarks 
on my last Essay. in doing this, { shall not confine my- 
self to the order in which they occur, but take them up 
as they appear to have a bearing on the points at issue. 

The assertion of my opponent that “ Amicus has not 
only taken ground different trom all his predecessors, 
but has shifted his own ground”—is founded in an un- 
accountable mistake, as will be perceived by a refer- 
ence to my Essay, in the 24th No. of the Repository. 
How such a mistake should occur, seems on any fair 
principle, to be incomprehensible. Ona review ofthat 
Essay, I cannot perceive any ambiguity in the expres- 
sion of my sentiments. ‘ Paul” in a former number 
had asserted that we were bound to prove that the 
Apostles were mistaken in interpreting their Master’s 
mind and will aséxpressed in Matt. xxviii. 19. “ Ami- 


cus” answered that he was “ very certain never 
were mistaken on this point, that they never u itood 
our Lord to command Water Baptism.” ‘’o demons- 


trate that in the few examples of water baptism that 
occurred afterwards, they did not act by virtue of that 
commission, I shewed that they never baptized their 
converts “ in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost,” which they would have done, 
if they had so understood him. This argument which 
“Paul” can never answer, without contradicting his 
own creed, remains untouched by any subsequent reply. 
The Apostles and early converts to christianity, both 
Jews and Gentiles, had been accustomed toa variety 
of outward forms and ceremonies in the celebration.of 
their worship, and which were wholly inconsistent with 
the nature of the Christian dispensation, in which, as 
our Lord taught the woman of Samaria, “they that 
worship the Father must worship him in Spirit and in 
truth.” Under the New Covenant, no temple made 
with hands—no outward ceremony—no carnal rite is 
necessary to that communion between God and the soul 
in which divine worship essentially consists. This 
truth was not suddenly perceived by the first profes- 
sors of the Gospel, and they continued for some time 
after its introduction, to use many of the Jewish rites 
2s wellas the peculiar baptism of John. This was the 
only mistake which “ Amicus” ever attributed to the 
primitive believers, a mistake which was corrected by 
the gradual increase of Divine light, by the rising splen- 
dor of the Gospel Sun, under whose increasing radiarice 
the weakness and inefficiency of typical institutions 
were clearly discovered and pointedly reprobated, as 
evidently appears by the Apostolical Epistles. 

“ What aman does by the agency of another, he does 
himself,” is very true: If Jesus had commanded his 
disciples to baptize with water, it might with sufficient 
propriety be said, “he baptized ;” but that he ever 
commanded them to use Water Baptism, remains to 
be proved. When the Evangelist says, John iii. 22. 
“ After these things came Jesus and his disciples into 
the land of Judea, and there he tarried with them and 
baptized ;” by the context he evidently means, “ and 
they baptized,” for directly afterwards he declares, 
that “ Jesus baptized not, but his disciples,” John iv. 2. 
“When therefore, the Lord knew how the Pharisees 
had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples 
than John, (though Jesus himself baptized not, but his 
disciples,) he left Judea and departed again into Gali. 
lee,” John iv. 1, 2, 3. The rumour that Christ was 
any ways concerned in the administration of a carnal 
ordinance, was evidently offensive to him, he therefore 
immediately leaves the scene of Water Baptism, and 
retires into Galilee. To those acquainted with the 
Geography of that country, the cause of his leaving 
Judea will be evident. The river Jordan between the 
jake of Gennesareth and the Dead Sea, was the scene of 
Water Baptism : there Jobn and the disciples of Christ 
baptized their converts. When our Lord knew of a 
rumour, that he baptized with Water, in order to remove 
a suspicion so derogatory to the divine nature of that 
glorious dispensation which he came to introduce, he 
straightway departed from the scene of these opera- 














tions, and retired into a country where this carnal ordi- 
nance hadnever been administered. 

With Doddridge, Campbell, Parkhurst and others, 
as critics, I have no controversy, but when as commen- 
tators they attempt to pervert any plain text of scrip- 
ture, I shall deny their authority. The command of 
our Lord, Matt. xxviii. 19. is as I have shewn, translat- 
ed with accuracy. “ Paul” in his 8th Address to 
declared, that “ it was well knows to all acquai 
with the Greek, that the word rendered “‘ teach,” lite- 
rally signified to make disciples.” In my succeeding 
Essay, ] quoted the original word with its meaning, in 
Latin and English, that my reader might be able to 
judge for himself, as to the accuracy of its translation. 
I did not, like my opponent, rest the case upon a bare 
assertion. 

With respect to matters of fact, I have never denied 
the authority of “ the early Fathers,” yet I freely con- 
fess, that I rely on their authority no more than on other 
respectable writers of that period. 1 do not consi- 
der them as inspired penmen, and therefore, their cre- 


dibility rests on the same foundation with that of all 
other historians. 


Qn the Apostolical constitutions, my opponent “casts 
a longing, lingering look,” and though from the ex- 
position of their character, he is obliged to aban- 
don tt yet that they may pass away with some re- 
putation, tells us, that “the author of them was 
only one of seventy witnesses,” to a practice that can 
add no weight to his pe oo ap it were sanction- 
ed by the authority Christ. “But who were these 
“ seventy witnesses ?”” A council of 66 Bishops in the 






third century when the church had g apostatized 
from the faith and practice of the Apostles | Cyprian, 
Origen and Fidus of the.same. pe ' Augustine a 
persecuting Bishop of the fifth century ! Pelagius and 
Celestius, two monks of the same era whose trines 


were alternately applauded and condemned by the 
Pope of Rome, and whose opinions are generally held 
in abhorrence! The church which my opponent calls 
“‘ the church of Christ fur 1300 years,” has a much bet- 
ter title to be called “ the church of Antichrist,” it was 
a corrupt persecuting church. Against it Wickliffe, 
Jerom of Prague, Huss, Luther and Calvin protested. 
From its errors and superstition, the Christian World 
is yet but partially reformed, 


* Paul” asserts that “ the last Essay of Amicus, con- | of 
| of — truth.” Now if we interpret these expres- 


tains nothing of importance:” By this assertion, 
he affords us a means of determining what he deems 
unimportant. First he deems it of no importance that 
I have proved “the early Fathers were divided in sen- 
timent on the most important subjects, and are not 
sufficient authority to prove the truth of any doctrine, 
or the purity of any practice, not clearly established by 
our Lord or his Apostles ! Secondly, he thinks it of no 
importance that the authorities he quoted for the sup-= 
port of his scheme, are shewn to be totally unworthy 
of confidence or respect! Thirdly, he thinks it unim- 
nortant that I have proved by his own writings, that 
he is inconsistent with himself! Fourthly, that his 
doctrine is irrational, unscriptural and absurd ! Fifthly, 
that his mode of interpreting the Scriptures, is calcu- 
lated to destroy all confidence in the sacred text, and 
is mischievous to the cause of Christianity ! and, Sixth- 
ly, that his faith is acarnal faith, resting in elementary 
water, in meats, and drinks, and divers washings, as 
the “ important means of salvation.” 

Buty'‘ Paul’s” assertion can be considered in no other 
light than mere affectation. He has too much under- 
standing to be perfectly indifferent to the weight of the 
arguments that have been adduced. Although Amicus 
is aware that the excellent cause he has espoused, 
might have fallen into much better hands—that his 
knowledge and experience fall 7 far short of a large 
number of his fellow professors—that his literary qual- 
ifications are mean, in comparison of many with whom 
he holds religious communion—yet he is also sensible 
of the divine nature, and happy effects of the doctrines 
we advocate—of their conformity with the precepts of 
Christ and his Apostles; that Truth however feebly 
advocated, is powerful in its nature, and with the can- 
did enquirer, its impression will not be easily eradica- 
ted. In this belief, 1 cheerfully rest the case; if my 
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opponent is easy, I see no cause why I should not be 
satisfied. 
I will now advert to ‘ Paul’s’ attempt to reply to 
ue, agen on the wupest of the “ ely a aa 
great question on the present subject, is as stat 
ed by my opponent, ‘¢ Did our Lord, or did he not, insti- 
tute what is called the Lord’s Supper ?” We deny that 
he instituted any supper at all, and that he ever cele- 
brated any supper but the Passover supper. In ‘‘Paul’s” 
last address to us there is not the least proof, although 
there is much assertion to the contrary. All the evi- 
dence he bas adduced on this point, amounts to no 
more than this, that our Lord in distributing the Bread 
and Wine added some expressions never used on 
that occasion. To prove that these expressions used 
whilst performing the ancient ceremonials of the Pass- 
over feast, were institution of a new Festival, ‘Paul’ 
brings forward three Evangelists as evidences. We 
will now attempt to examine these Witnesses, and sift 
the testimony which they give us on this subject. 
That our Lord was celebrating the Feast of the Passo- 
ver when he used these expressions, cannot be demed. 
Matthew says, chap. xxvi. 26. “‘ And as they were eating, 
Jesus took bread and blessed it, and break it, and gave 
to the disciples, saying, take eat.” 27 “And he took 
the cup and gave t saying, drink ye all of it.” 
The taking of the bread, the blessing of it, and break. 
ing it, and distributing it to the guests-—the taking of 
the cup, and giving thanks, and ing it to the com- 
pany, were the usual rites always by the 
governor or chief man of this feast. In doing alt this, 
our Lord certainly instituted no new ceremony. They 
who imitate Him in these particulars, so far celebrate 


the Jewish Passover, and nothing more. We will now 
consider the other testimony of Witnesses; hith- 


erto they have only confirmed my former position. 
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Of the Bread, our Lord, according to Matthew, simp- 
ly says, “this is my body.” According to Mark, he 
uses the same words. Luke adds, “ which is given for 
you, this do in remembrance of me.” Of the Wine, 
according to Matthew, he says, “ this is my blood of 
the New Testament, which is shed for many, for the 
remission of sins.” Mark says, “which is shed for 
many.” Luke says, “ which is shed for you.” The 
question now is, How are we to understand words? 
My opponent says, * the Holy Scriptures in their &teral 
and logical sense, are the supreme and only standard 


sions, literally and logically, I cannot see how we can 
reject the doctrine of “ the real presence :” we must 
either give up their literal meaning, or unite with the 
pint of the Church < Rome. 4 will however, sup- 
pose that my opponent will be willing to suspend his 
rule in the vention case--that he will abandon their 
&teral sense, and rely upon their logical ing. Edo 
not know what others may think of “ Paul’s” reason- 
ing in this case, but after giving it the best attention 
in my power, I cannot discover much logic in it ; our 

Lord makes his material body and blood, a type or figure 
of his spiritual body and blood. John vi. 53. “ Ex 

ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you: whoso eateth my fiesh and 
drinketh my blood hath eternal life, and I will raise 

him up at the last day, for my flesh is meat indeed, and 

my blood is drink indeed.” My opponent whose views 

seem remarkably directed to carnal objects, takes a 

different course, he makes “ the broken bread” to “‘re- 
present Christ’s broken body, and the wine his blood.” 
‘Thus he makes bread and wine to be the type of a type, 
which is absurd. The truth is, there is no consistent 
or rational method of interpreting these un- 
less we admit that our Lord intended Bread and 
Wine as figures of his Scriptural Body and Blood, em- 
phatically given for the “remission of sins.” It is 

the divine operation of this heavenly food on “ the 

faithful receiver, which purifies the heart and prepares 

for the full fruition of Divine enjoyment in the kingdom 

of God; “ He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 

blood, dwelleth in me, and 1 in bim.” John vi.§56. _ 

J willnow make a few observations on the expression, 
“This do in remembrance of me ;”’ On this be 
“ Paul” places much reliance for the support of bis 
carnal sclreme : amongst other notions, not very logi- 
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_ often give such bursts of eloquence that 


cal, he thinks there can be no remembrance but of 
things that are past. There is however, no truth in 
this idea; “to remember,” is to call any thing to mind, 
it not only relates to past events, but to things present 
and future: ‘* Cruden” says, “the word remember, 
when referred to God, signifies to care for one, to pity; 
when applied to men, it signifies, either to call to mind 
something past, or, to keep in mind something for the 
time to come.” My learned opponent says, “ How we 
can remember a thing present, and’ much more one that 
is to come, is beyond his comprehension.” On this hypo- 
thesis, the fourth commandment must be incompre- 
hensible: “ Remember the Sabbath day ¢o keep it holy.” 
When Moses gave this command, I suppose he did not 
mean that the Israelites should remember the Sabbath 
days that were past, “to keep them holy.” But there 
is wagons thre extraordinary in “ Paul’s” idea, that 
** in remembering the Divine Spirit, there is something 
too vague for common minds.” According to this view, 
we must suppose that the Divine admonition, “ Remem- 
ber thy Creator in the days of thy youth,” could not 
have been intended for common minds; the idea of re- 
membering the fountain of all our comforts, is to be 
confined to uncommon minds. 

I will close the present Essay, with some general re- 
marks on the subject in discussion, reserving for a 
future number, my observations on such parts of 
“ Paul’s” last Address, as may require an answer. 

We are exhorted ¢ Gog Lord, John vi. 27. “ not to 
labour for that meat that perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life”? The Apostle 
tells us, Rom, xiv, 17, that “ Kingdom of God is 
not [consists not] in meat and drink, but in righteous- 
ness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,—that meat 
commendeth us not to God, for neither if we eat are 
we the better, neither if we eat not are we the worse.” 
1 Cor. vii. It isnot by any carnal observation that the 
** soul is established with ?? The soul of man is 
spiritual, it cannot in the nature of things, be nourished 
with outward food. “The dread that cometh down 
from Heaven---the meat that endureth unto everlasting 
life,” are its only proper aliment, this it receives not 

by outward observations, but by the immediate commu- 
nication of the Holy Spirit: “ meats and drinks and 
divers washings” are the peculiar characteristics of the 
Mosaic Law. Under the Gospel dispensation the real 
Christian draws nigh unto God in spirit, eats spiritual 
bread, drinks living water, draws his nourishment from 
Christ the true vine, and by abiding in him brin 

forth much d fruit to the glory of God, and the be- 
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politics, from the pulpit; instead of this, our 
minister is constanty preaching about “ repen- 
tance, and-revivals of religion, holiness of 
heart,” and such things; one sermon about 
which would give me more gloominess than a 
dozen on polities. I lately took the liberty to 
give him a hint on this subject, and begged he 
would once more bring out some of his old fire, 
and raise a patriotic spirit inour bosoms. Bat 
he said his opinions on this subject were chang- 
ed: that he now believed it wrong for a Chris- 
tian, especially a minister, to be engaged in a 
political intrigue. I tried to convince him 
that he was certainly wrong—that he was be- 
coming * over righteous,” and would make all 
his people gloomy and superstitious at this 
rate. He replied, “ that a minister was accoun- 
table to Gol for the souls of his people, and nat 
fer their political ereed ; that he had enough 
to do to fulfil what was already laid upon him,” 
&e. He said this in a manner so serious, that 
it absolutely made me feel disagreeable. He 
was just about to retort upon me, and give mea 
sermon upon my unconquerable love of worldly 
things, when a friend happening to come along, 
I got off, and have never dared mention the 
subject since. I cannot but wonder at this 
great change in our ministers, with respect to 
their preaching polities. For my part Lhate to 
see old customs falling into disuse ; and I would 
give ten times as much to furnish our minister 
with news-papers, if he would only now and 
then give us a political sermon, as 1 now do to 
all the long list of charitable societies in opera- 
tion, {would give liberally for this worthy 
object, notwithstanding he often throws out 
hints of my stinginess. fam astonished that 
preachers of late aré so unwilling to gratify 
their hearers in this respect. A rarity of this 
kind would certainly be very acceptable to 
many hearers. 





nefit of his fellow creatures. 
AMICUS. 
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MODERN INNOVATIONS. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 





Sir—If you have ever we to be at 
meeting in our village on the Sabbath, you will 
probably remember having seen me lead up 
my great family through the middle aisle, and 

lace them on the_right, near the pulpit. I 
en constantly heen to meeting, and in this 
very seat,(whieh is one of the best in the mere 
for nearly forty years. Ihave lately observe 
with pain and anxiety, that many of our good 
old customs are giving way to modern innova-. 
tions; and I wish iy some of my troubles 
before you, Mr. Editor, hoping that you, or some 
other person will soon raise his quill on my side 
for redress. 

My present minister has been settled here 
for many years, and has always been consider- 
ed as a good man; but of late he appears so 
ublike himself, that at times, lam somewhat 
afraid in a measure he has lost his reason. I 
well remember the time when he would often 
give us as fine sermons on politics as could be 

roduced by apy man. Indeed, this was a sub- 
Met on whieh I used to delight to hear him de- 
seant; for here he would show real feeling, and 
was 
almost tempted toclaphim. ”Tis true he some- 
times offended some, but they were those whose 
consciences were weuk,or who were on the 
wrong side of the question, and in either case 
not worth minding. And ona certain 4th of 
July, he spread joy and mirth throughout our 
village, by getting our schoolmaster to make us 
an oration, and providing a tine dinner, at which 
he himself presided. lL remember these days— 
but alas! they live only in memory. Ido not 


pared to die, all which make me feel unhappy. 
I can at this time mention but one more of 
the many grievances which lie heavily on my 
heart. A few years ago it was the custom of 
our village to meet together at the door of our 
meeting-house a little before the service began. 
And it was very pleasant to see a group of old 
men, like myself, in one place, and a number of 
young men in another, and a dozen of girls in 
a third, all glad to meet each other. Here we 
could inquire about our healths, listen to what- 
ever news was stirring about wars or commerce, 
or whatever it might be, or perhaps talk over 
the characters of those who stood candidates 
for public offices. Sometimes, too, we had 
letters tu give each other, or errands to commu- 
nicate. All this, you know, Mr. Editor, was 
neccesary business, which could not be done at 
any other time, as we meet nowhere else during 
the week... This was always an interesting 
season to me, and one in which I never felt at 
all sleepy. But here, too, modern opinions 
have prevailed. One Sabbath in partieular we 
assembled rather earlier than usual, and before 
the time for meeting to begin, our accustomed 
chat was all over; and perhaps we did then go 
alittle too far. Iknow not whether our min- 
ister heard that I made a few trifling bargains 
on that morning, or whether he saw one of his 
neighbours paying the taylor for his new coat, 
but so it was, that the next Sabbath he tock his 
text from the words of Nehemiah to the Jews ; 
and though I could not see how the instruction 
to the Jews, at that time, were to apply to us, 
yet he gave such a tremendous lecture that not 
a soul has since been seen standing round the 
church before or after service. I feel myself 
etting old, and though I think 1 care but very 
hittle about this world, yet it isa constant grief 
to me to see such good old practices preached 
out of fashion. ‘Till you will again listeu to my 





When L was a Jad, it was customary for the 
good old people who worked hard all the 
week, to be seen nodding, and sometimes even 
snoring during service. Under my old minis- 
ter, Mr. Calmfear, l used often to fall asleep 
after hearing his text, and by the time he had 
finished his sermon 1 was finely refreshed with 
my nap. He good man used to urge us to give 
our attention, though he would often apoligize 
for us by saying, that he knew “ the spirit was 
willing, though the flesh was weak.” He was 
a man of feeling and compassion ; the Sabbath 
was then a * es of rests”? and, at first, 1 
thought our present minister was going to fol- 
low his steps; but here | was mistaken. de 
often speaks so loud as to startle one, and has 
such a melancholy solemnity of his voice, that 
one can’t sleep with ease under his preaching. 
I remember one Sabbath after a week’s very 
hard labour, when I had fallen into a profound | 
sleep, with many others of my neighbours, all 
at once the preacher stopped, and, in the lan- 
guage of one Whitfield, eried, * fire, fire” I 
jumped from my seat, and looking wildly round 
cried, “ where, where! He looked me full in 
the face, and replied, “ in hell for sleepers!” 1 
shrunk back into my seat, and though 1 have 


complaints, Mr. Editor, I musi content myself 
with the reflection that Ll have a good diposi- 
tion to have an alteration in these respects, 
though I want the power. HOMO RICTUS. 
——““> : ¢> | ae 

THE CHRISTIAN A STRANGER IN THE WORLD. 
When Chrysostom was banished, and his 
friend Siraicuse, in a letter lamested his ease, 





he wrote back to him thus: ‘You now begin 
to bewail my banishment, but 1 have done so 
for a long time ; for since | knew that heaven 
was my country, I have esteemed the whole 
earth but as a place of exile : Constantinople, 
from whence I am expelled, is as far from para- 
dise as the desart they have sent me to.” ‘Thus 
it is with me; 1 am here an exile, far from home. 
O, my soul! look to thy own country. “ Set 
thy affections on things above, and not on 
things upon earth. Having food and raiment, 
therewith be content.” Never seck great things 
for thyself here, where there is no abiding. If 
riches increase set not thy heart upon them. 
Buy as if thou possessedst not, and use the 
world as not abusing it, since the fashion of 
the world passeth away.” 
ED ) 


To the Serious.x—Am 1 likely to obtain the 











often been severely tempted, yet I have never | 
since dared to sleep in meeting. Nor is that! 


greatest good I can from the services of the 
sanctuary, if, as l leave the house of God I fall 


all. My neighbours have all become so seru- | into conversation about the world? Particular- 
pulous and superstitious on this point, that you | ly am I likely to be profited by a Sermon as I 
see the whole congregation striving to keep a-| ought, if, as the Minister comes down from the 


wake by rising and standing, &e. Now it! pulpit, I 


" . | ‘ ‘ 
grieves me sadly to see, these new notions de- though it be in some departmeni of general be- 


good old customs of our fathers. | 


stroying the 
I have stayed at homeseveral Sabbaths in order 


myself, for the parson always calls on me next 
morning to enquire tf Lam sick, and never fails 
to give me a tremendous sermon, that makes me 
feei bad aliday, If 1 teli him Istayed at home 
on account of sickness, why, then he piies me 





now ever hear a word of my favorite subject, 


about death, about eternity, and about being pre- 


to spend it* in rest ;?? but here | never better | 


address him on business? and even 


nevolence, if he has felt and spoken as he ousht, 
can my address prove any other than ashock to 
his sensibility? Let every worshipper apply 
these queries to his recollection of the past, and 
to his resolutions for the future, 


——Deen 


‘The further you proceed in the paths of re- 





ligion, the pleasanter they become—its difficnl- 
ties diminish, its delights increase. 
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CHURCH FELLOWSHIP, 


By James Montgomery, 

People of the living God ! 

I have sought the world around, - 
Paths of sin and sorrow trod, 

Peace and comfort no where found ; 
Now to you my spirit turns, 

Turns a fugitive unblest ; 
Brethren where your altar burns, 

O receive me to your rest. 


Lonely Ino longer roam, 

Like the cloud, the wind, the wave ; 
Where you dwell shall be my home ; 

Where you die shall be my grave. 
Mine the God whom you adore, 

Your Redeemer shall be mine, 
Earth can fill my soul no more, 

Every idol I resign. 


Tell me not of gain or loss, 
Ease, enjoyment, pomp and power, 
Welcome poverty and loss— 
Shame, reproach, affliction’s hour! 
— Follow me !”—I know thy voice, 
Jesus Lord ' thy steps I see : 
Now I take thy yoke by choice, 
Light is thy burthen now to me. 


Sheffield, April 1820. 








Seventh Anniversary of the Baptist Irish society. 


The Seventh Anniversary of the Baptist 
Irish Society, was held on Friday the 22nd of 
June, at the City of London Tavern. Upwards 
of 460 persons breakfasted at the Tavern, and 
were seated in the large room before seven 
o’clock. When the chair was taken by Wil- 
liam Burls, Esq. the ‘Treasurer, the doors 
were thrown open, and the room was soon fill- 
ed and crowded in every part. The pro- 
ceedings of the meeting, which continued uatil 
half past eleven o’clock, were so gratifying, 
that no uneasiness was expressed, and the atten- 
tion appeared as strong even at the close of the 
Meeting as when the proceedings eommenced. 

[The following interesting passage is ex- 
tracted from the speech of the Rev. GzorcE 
Manspex, one of the Treasurers of the Wes- 
leyan Missionary Society, who was present at 
the anniversary. 

«© Some time ago, I travelled through part of 
Treland, and through that part of it where po- 
pery puts on its most frowning aspect , for it is 
a fact, that in Ireland popery wears a darker 
hue than in most parts of Europe; and I am 
happy to find that your society has directed its 
labors to the provinee of Connaught, one of the 
darkest in the island. I heard there some very 
affecting statements, which prove the necessi- 
ty of preaching the gospel, and establishing 
schools, and of usingevery means for the en- 
lightening of that country, At Carlow, my 
friends introduced te me a young man of deep 

piety, a member of our Society, who is training 
up for preaching the gospel. They desired me 
to converse with the young man, and to know 
from him how he had been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth. From him I learned, 
that his father was a Catholic, and the whole 
family were Catholics ; and that he had been 
trained up by them for a priest. He had re- 
ceived a good education, understood Latin and 
Greek, and some other languages tolerably 
well; but he knew nothing of the word of God. 
A family who were about to leave the village 
where they resided, brought one day to his fath- 
er’s house a large English Bible to remain there 
a few days only, till they had an opportunity of 
removing it; the Bible was carried up stairs 
and there deposited, till oae day the father 
said to the youth, “ Henry, go up stairs and 
bring down that Bible.’ ‘The young man re- 
plied, “ 1 had rather not, father.” * Go, said 
the father. ** I pray you excuse ine,” auswer- 
ed he. The father still urged it, and the youth 
atill refused; till at length the father said, 
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‘‘T command you to bring down the Bible.” 
Hedid so. * Now,” said the father, * you must 
read it.””, With much fear he read a little that 
day, he read the next day again, and so econtinu- 
ed to do, till at length he came to that pass 
in ‘Lhessalonians, forbidding to marry. He 
started atthe word. “ Father,” exclaimed he, 
‘is this: really the word of God? Is this the 
Bible ?” “ Yes,” replied the father, “I believe 
it is.” “Then,” said the*lad, “ we are all 
wrong.” He now began at every opportunity 
to read the Bible for himself, and the next Sab- 
bath instead of going to mass, went to the Pro- 
testant place of worship, and on the following 
Sabbath went again. On the succeeding morn- 
ing the father said to him, “ Henry, where 
were you yesterday ?” He replied, “ 1 went to 
the Protestant Chapel.” The father’s rage 
rose: ** What,” said he,“ and do you mean to 
thither F”’ “ Yes,’ answered he, ‘* I do, for 
that book you commanded me tv read, has o 
ed my eyes to see the errors of our church.” 
The father took up a large stick with some 
weapon at the end of it, a kind of dagger. 
With this he struck at his son. The dagger 
entered his forehead: the mark is still there, 
and I believe will be there as long as he lives. 
The blood poured out; but the heart of the 
father was not softened. ‘The mother joined 
with the father, and they began both to lay on 
their child in the most unmerciful manner. 
He however got away from them, and escaped 
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When the documents were furnished from which this 
table was formed, all the Colleges were supposed to 
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‘The annual assistance furnished to charity students 
varies from 50 dollars to 110,each—The average al- 
tet is — less than one half, and in many cases 
ess than one third of their necessary expences. 

Of the 253 charity students in the above Col 
126 or about half the whole number, are beneficiaries 





to his chamber, and locked and bolted the door. 
They followed him and tried to open the door, 
but could not, as he had fastened it ; and the 
next morning the floor was nearly covered with 
the blood which had flowed from his forehead. 
He went down stairs ; but his father and a 
youth who was in the house, both fell upon him. 


He then escaped into a small parlour, and find- 


ing that his life was ind r, he threw up 
the sash, and without hat or coat, got away to 
the house of a protestant in the village. .I ask- 
ed him, why he had shown so much reluctance 
to read the Bible ? “I will tell you,”? answered 
he. “A little before the priest eame to our 
house, and found a Bible lying on the table. 
Sending one of the children for an axe, he de- 
liberately hewed the Bible in pieces, and order- 
ed them to take the pieces and bury them ina 
dunghill. He then directed them to come to 
the chapel the next Sabbath. He got the floor 
covered with new gravel, and he commanded 
them to kneel in it with their bare knees, and 
go round the chapel fifteen times, till their 
knees streamed with blood. ‘ This,” said 
Henry, “ was the reason of my being so much 
afraid to read the Bible.”—But 1 am glad that 
your instiiution;is teaching children without 
fear to read the Bible; and it will I trust be 
the power of God to their salvation. 1 am glad 
you combine the three methods of instruction ; 
the teaching of the children to read ; and the 
circulation of Tracts) ‘The British and For- 
eign Bible Society, one of the first in the world, 
gives you the ability to send the Bible to that 
country. ‘Ihe Tract Society will furnish you 
with ‘[racts, and then as you teach the little 
children to read these tracts and the Seriptures, 
I have no doubt piety will spread from village 
to village, and from town to town, till that dark 

art of the empire shall shine with the glory 
of God. I feel no jealousy towards this Society. 
We have had mnissionaries labouring in Ireland 
for some years. They have done what they 
could, but their strength was small; and very 
frequently when they have stood up in a fair 
to preach the gospel, the priest has come with 
his horsewhip, aud has driven away the people. 
But, thank God, this is likely to cease, and 
now the Baptists, and Dissenters of various de- 
nominations, and our own Missionaries are ail 
combining their efforts in this cause, the suc- 





cess will be great. { Lond. Bapt. Mag. 
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of the American Education Society. Those assisted 

by this Society in more remote Colleges, from which no 

ma pene mee hi pb of asi not inclu- 
;——nor are those who are preparing for College. 

In Yale College, 14 beneficlaries are aided by the 
Connecticut Education Society, and 3 by a Ladies’ So- 
ciety in Boston. 

In Hamilton College, 20 beneficiaries are aided 
Western Education Society with board only. Eight by 
Presbyterians connected with Western Education So- 
oot . Four by Presbyterian Education Society of New ~ 
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In Dartmouth College, 3 beneficiaries are’ aided by 
Union Academy, 1 by Middlebury Education Society, 
2 by individuai Churches. 

In Havre College, 15 of the 17 professors of religion 
are assisted by college charities, and 10 of tlie 15 also’ 
by American Education Society. 

In Bowdoin College, 5 are aided by Maine Branch of 
American Education Society, 8 or 9 others have tuition 
remitted. The re; tons of the College allow this 
last privilege to be extended to half the students. 

In Williams Coll 6 are assisted by Hampshire 
Education Society, 1 by females in Lenox, and one b 
an individual in Williamstown, and ° I by an individu. 
in Stockbridge. 

In Union College, the 32 are all on the list 
who received aid from the College Charity Fonds Thee 
aid is about % 50 annually to each. American Society © 
Beneficiaries receive about $60. Several others are 
assisted by private charities of individuals, and by re- 
ligious charitable Societies. Some of the 32 are also 
assisted by Presbyteries, Cent Societies, associations of 
Youth and of Females, and by the Dutch S 

In Middlebury College, 7 are aided by North-West 
Branch of the American Education Society ; 2 by Epis- 
copal Education Society of Maryland and Virginia; 
1 by Hampshire Education Society; some to a small 
amount by Middlebury College Charitable Society. 

In North Carolina University, there is no charity stu- 
dent, and no provision to assist persuns of this descrip- 
tion hereafter. 
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Ministerial Plainness.—Scott. 

I speak to my congregation. 1 shall not 
flatter you, my brethren, by telling you that I 
think you are all in the way to heaven. I do 
not think that half of you are in the way to it. 
Many will come and hear sermons who have 
only a form of knowledge and of truth in the 
law, just as others have only a form of godli-. 
ness. Remember, then, ‘in proportion as your 
ministers are humbie, and diligent, and faith- 
ful, your doom will be the more dreadful if you. 
perish, As to myself, I have done what I 
could; I have preached to you the plain truths 
of the Gospel; and though | cannot say such 
striking things, and speak in the way some oth- 














ers do, yet Lhave not shunned to declare to 

ou all the counsel of God. Remember then, 
if we are not a savour of life unto life, we shall 
be a savour of death unto death. If you die in 
your sins, and hear at last those awful words 
“‘ Depart from me, ye cursed, into wrodtnetiog 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels,” 
shall say, and testify before God, that it is not 
my fault, for that I warned, and exhorted, and 
intreated, every ove of you, as a father doth his 
children: the fault is entirely your own, aud 
your judgment will be just. 

But I would rather speak to those of you 
who have obeyed the Gospel. I would speak 
to you of the duties which you owe your minis- 
ters. I do not mean as to tempora! things.— 
On some occasions, it might be proper to dwell 
on the support which a people owe to their 
minister. But I have never sought much of 
these things. Nor would I dwell on the kind- 
ness and civility which vou should shew us — 
We thank you for this 5 but this is not enough ; 
we want far more than this. We want you to 
feel the immense difficulty of the work in which 
we are engaged, and to consider how much we 
need, on your part, meekness, patience, and for- 
bearance. Do not think we are angels, do not 
expect us to be faultless. Do not suppose, if 

ou see faults in us, that our ministry is to be 
Riswed aud neglected. But bear with us. 

We want your prayers. Those who are 
most ready to find fault with their ministers, 
are generally the last to pray for them. How 
ean you expect them to come to you in the fal- 
ness of the blessing of the Gospel of peace, if 
you do not labor constantly in prayer for them ? 

We need your help with your children, 
neighbors, and the poor. You must do much ; 
& minister cannot doevery thing. Where much 
is to be done, if all is left to the minister, much 
will be left undone. 





We want your example to confirm wWat we 
preach ; that whilst we explain what Christi- 
anity is, you may exhibit what it is, in four 
spirit and conduct. Ye should be our epistles, 
known and read of all men. 








ANECDOTE, 


Some few years since, in the eastern part of 
Connecticut, the following remarkable circum- 
stance took place. 

In the town of , there lived a respectable 
family by the name of R——s. Mrs. if not 
Mr. R. had made a public profession of religion, 
and joined the Baptist communion. Bat pro- 
fessors of all denominations had fallen into an 
awful state of insensibility, and seemed almost 
wholly taken up with the world. 

It was common in this vicinity at this time, 
for young people when they happened to meet 
together on an evening, to spend the time in 
dancing and other vain amusements. ‘lhe cus- 
tom of admitting parties to dance in private 
families, was too generally allowed of, even by 
professors of religion. 

A particular circle of young persons, of 
which two or three of the above family made a 

art, not unfrequently met at their house. 

otwithstanding Mrs. R ’s religious feel- 
ings had greatly declined, and she viewed her- 
self in a cold backslidden state, yet she could 
not feel easy to countenance such vain amuse- 
ments, but became resolved to reprove them. 
It so happened that not long after, a number of 
these young people collected at her house, when 
it was soon proposed to engage in dancing. 
Mrs. R. perceiving what was going forward, 
felt her spirit stirred within her, like Paul 
when at Athens, but knew not what course to 
take,to prevent what her conscience disapprov- 
ed.—The yonng people had arranged them- 
selves in order for what they termed a set 
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dance, when Mrs. R. with much fear and tremb- 
ling resolved to venture into the room and try to 
speak tothem. They were standing upon the 
floor, but had not commenced their dance, when 
she addressed them nearly as follows: “It 
seems to me, my young friends, some of your 
company are missing? Not knowing to whom 
she alluded, they did not miss any one in parti- 
cular. ‘ No, said she; where is Isaac Deans? 
Where is Dennison Lathrop ?* Where is Perez 
Pembleton ?+”? A brother ef the last mentioned 
young man was one of the company, who was 
so struck, that he immediately cried out “I 
am undone!”? What de you mean said one stan- 
ding by him? he replied, “Lam undone! I 
am going to hell! there is no mercy for me !” 
Terror and amazementin an instant spread 
over every countenance. ‘hey stood like so 
many statues, until it was said, that the floor 
was literally sprinkled with their tears. The 
conviction extended from heart to heart, until 
the whole exhibited a scene of distress, not very 
easy to be described. ‘Thus their mirth and 
dancing was turned into weeping and distress. 

Mrs. R. continued her pious and tender ex- 
hortations, while her heart was often ascend- 
ing to God in fervent prayer that they might be 
saved. 

The time at length arrived, when it was 
proper they should retire. With many tears 
and solemn engagements to seek the Lord they 
retired for the night. 

But the reader will be anxious to learn the 
result of this remarkable meeting. If a friend 
of Christ, he will be gratified to learn, that 
most of this company were in a judgement of 
charity in a little time, hopefully converted to 
God. Some of them are atill alive to declare 
that the Lord is good. Nor. were the effects 
of this meeting limited to this little compaay. 
The work spréad, until it was judged, that one 
hundred souls were made the subjects of a work 
of srace. What a wonder-working God ! 

as Jael the wife of Heber, pronounced 
‘‘ blessed above women ,’’ because she had des- 
troyed the life of one of the enemies of God’s 
people? How much rather blessed shall she be, 
who was thus happily instrumental in saving 
the souls of many from eternal ruin! 

The circumstances of the above narrative are 
so well known to the Editors, that they hesi- 
tate not to give it a place; devoutly hoping it 
may be a means of exciting others to similar 
exertions to save the souls of men, [B. Mag. 


* Both drowned a little before. 
t Died about the same time of a consumption. 
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Extract of a letter from James Dioxinson, 
Pastor of the Christian Chureh Mountzion, 


at Philadelphia, to ajperson in this place,da- 
ted Oct. 13, 1821. 


‘* Dear brother, 


It is with pleasure that I set down to inform 
you of the gracious dealings of God with his 
dear people—since your last visit here we have 
had glorious times, especially in our prayer and 
fellowship meetings, where we have witnessed 
greater displays of the power of God, than has 
been manifested among us for several years past 
—many have found peace, and are rejoicing in 
the precious Jesus. Among the converts are 
and his wife; he is as 
happy as he ean live; it would do your heart 
good to hear him talk of the pardoning love of 
the dear Redeemer. 

Last Lord’s-day five happy converts follow- 
ed their Saviour » test into his watery tomb, & 
were buried with him in baptism, in the pres- 
ence of a vast number of spectators, who croud- 
ed the wharves, vessels and boats, anxious to 





behold the solemn, lovely sight. In the even- 


ing we attended to the Lord’s-supper, and had 
a solemn time, such as I have not seen lately. 
Tomorrow I expect to baptize eleven more,who 
made application since last Lord’s day—blessed 
be fiis holy name, the good work appears to be 

rogressing. © brother, rejoice with us in the 
Lend—be aithful in the discharge of thy duty 
—preach the word; be instant in season out of 
season—try to persuade sinners to turn to God 
—pray for the prosperity of Zion—pray for 
me, that I may be more humble and faithful, 
and more engaged in the work of the Lord— 
Oh that the glorious Shiloh’s kingdom may 


soon fill the whole earth. Amen. 


(eR SC ERP ee 
COLLEGE AT SERAMPORE. 


Dr. Marsham, ina letter, says— Our Col- 
lege will be open to all; and no Peedobaptist, 
or Episcopalian or even Roman Catholic, will 
ever be constrained to attend a lecture which 
would offend his econeience. We humbly trust 
that it will be a blessing to the cause; every 

ious youth, who can make known the truth in 

nglish, may here receive what instruction he 
needs ; every native youth of talents, Christian 
by mere profession, may here receive that 
classical education, which will raise him 
in literature above the generality of the Brah- 
mins, while he is also instrueted in the Serip- 
tures, and enable him to defend a o honour 
to Christianity, whether he serve society in a 
legal, medical, or literary capacity, or be engag- 
ed in commerce; and from all these we may 
reasonably suppose that a body of native trans- 
lators will he formed. which will improve the 
translations in their own langnage, far beyond 
what any foreigner will soon be able to do; and 
finally, every ingenious heathen youth, who lo- 
ves kuowledge, and is able to support himself, 
may attend the lectures in the college, and live 
out of it, according to his own ideas of cast, as 
long as he complies with the rules in point of 
morality and diligent attendance. It is his 
business to prepare his mind for that light 
which will shine around him on every side.”— 
Serampore College is, it is expected. by this 
time in operation. 

i SVs oes 

A writer in the Jewish Expositor, who takes 
up the question, whether the conversion of the 
Jews will be effected by ordinary means, or by 
miraculous interposition of Providence, inclines 
to the opinion that both these methods will be 
employed in bringing about that event- While 
he considers the circulation of the Scriptures 
among them, the preaching of the gospel, the 
expression of kindness toward them, &c. neces- 
sary to prepare the way of the Lord, and there- 
fore to be followed up with untiring zeal, yet he 
seems to be satisfied that extravrdinary opera- 
tions are to be looked for, in order to the con- 
version of the whole nation, and this opinion is 
founded, Ist, on the fact of their extraordinary 
obstinacy, and peculiar bitterness against chris- 
tianity ; 2d, on the faet that the dealings of 
God with them from the beginning have been 
extraordinary—their whole Jeemeh presents a 
continued series of miracles down to the birth 
of Christ, and their preservation, as a distinct 
people scattered among all the nations of the 
earth, is a standing miracle ; 3d, on various 
passages of Scripture, (whieh our readers will 
consult, if they feel an interest in the subjeet,} 
Isa. 11.11: to the end; Zech, 10,6: to the 
end ; Ezek. 36. 

, ———p GD Gee ——— 
_ A distinguished character, in a neighbour- 
ing nation, had an extraordinary mark of dis- 
tinction and honour sent him by his prince as he 
lay on his death-bed. * Alas!” said he, look- 
ing coldly upon it, “ this is a mighty fine thing 
here, in this country: but 1 am just going to a 
country where it will be of no service to me.” 











